
The World 
& 

Imperialism



The British Empire



Critical Thinking: 
(1) Why would Great Britain desire access and/or control of the Strait of Gibraltar and the Suez Canal?
(2) How will having access/control over these areas positively affect the British empire?



India as British Colony
“The jewel in the crown” of the 

                     British Empire

              Why???



Indians must 
produce raw 
materials for 

Britain

Indians must 
buy finished 
goods from 

Britain

India was a major 
supplier of raw 

materials

Tea, indigo, coffee, 
cotton, and jute, 

opium

Jewel in the 
Crown



Instability of Sepoy Mutiny“forces” 
Britain Rule – Raj from 1857-1947



British Imperial Interests 
Continue to Grow D
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● Asian nations offered profitable TRADE
● Lots of people = CONSUMERS 
● Lots of markets = CAPITAL GAINS
● Lots of rare resources = MONEY

● Britain (and other nations) need to 
expand industrial markets to improve 
capital gains 
● Why not exploit “backwards” nations in 

the Pacific?



Britain Wants to Open 
Chinese Trade 
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Desire to Balance Trade
● But China sees foreigners as 

barbaric & savages
● British introduced OPIUM from 

India to Chinese 
● Get ADDICTED  

● 1796: China bans British import 
of opium & destroys warehouses - 
British refuse to stop profitable 
trade (warships sent) 

OPIUM WARS: Treaty of Nanjing 
(1842) 

● Chinese humiliated 
● Chinese defeated 
● British get port in Hong Kong & 5 

other trading ports 
● Opium trade becomes permanent - 

plus pay for destroyed 
● Extraterritorial rights for 

foreigners 
● Chinese resentment for “savages” 

grows 
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Chinese Empire is WEAK



UK: Queen Victoria; Germany: Wilhelm II; Russia: Nicholas 
II; France: Marianne; Japan: Samarai

Creation of Sphere of Influence:  
SPHERE OF 
INFLUENCE: 

An outside power claims 
ECONOMIC (trading) 

privileges in a specific region 
of another nation 

FOREIGN POWERS 
CONTROL PORTS



Creation of Sphere of Influence:  

 
Britain, France, Germany, Russia & Japan “carve up” sections of China for 

economic gains. 
Who is missing…??



China adopts the Open Door Policy:



The Scramble for Africa



ECONOMIC Gains Bring Interest to 
Africa

Britain 

Leads the 

Way
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SOCIAL FACTORS 
Lead to Negative 
Cultural Attitude 
Toward Africa



The Scramble for Africa: 
Berlin Conference 
(Allows Colonization of Africa)

1884-1885



The United States as a 
World Power



Manifest Destiny 
Stretch Power from Ocean to Ocean…

Alaska & Hawaii
Then, gradually broke into world market 



United States Looks to 
Open Japanese to Trade
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Treaty of Kanagawa (1853)
● Japan fearful can’t 

counter advanced 
military & technology 

● US becomes FIRST to 
gain trade rights in Japan 
● 2 ports & US 

embassy 
● Others follow by 1860

The Great White Fleet 
● Japan isolated nation until 

USA
● Sent Matthew Perry to 

OPEN TRADE
● GUNBOAT DIPLOMACY

● Delivers letter: open trade 
ports to western world or be 
destroyed in 1 year



Japan Responds Due to Fear-  
Adoption of Western Ways

Adopts what they 

admire from Western 

nations to follow in 

path of 

industrialization & 

modern society.



Spanish-American War (1898)
Signaled US Emergence as World Power 

US Interest 
In Cuba…



"Remember the Maine,  and To Hell with Spain!" – 
Tensions Rises

US sent warship USS Maine to 
Cuba to protect American 

property and citizens

USS Maine exploded and sank 
in Havana Harbor (Feb. 1898)  
260 sailors killed Americans 

blamed Spanish (press helped 
stir anger)



Spanish-American War 
Spain Surrenders in just 4 MONTHS!!



US Victory Over Spain Elevated America’s Position 
as a World Power 



The United States Becomes an Empire!!



Significance of Panama Canal

United States Interests...
● Quicker Access Between Atlantic & 

Pacific Oceans 
● Commercial/Military Shops have 

faster transportation route
● Increase trade with other nations

● Profit Motivation
● Save money on travel 
● Earn money due to holding the 

“key to door” of the Pacific & 
Atlantic

● Possess much world influence 


